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Department of Sociology, 
Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University
Institute of Sociology at National Academy of Science of Ukraine
Sociological Association of Ukraine, Kyiv Branch

are inviting for


VIII Scientific Conference on the Sociological Theory:

"WORLD SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY AND 
POST-SOVIET TRANSFORMATIONS "

21-22 April 2011

Deadline for application with paper presentation is March 20, 2011


More than twenty years passed in societies of the former system of state socialism, after the USSR societies started their rapid changes. These changes were either a reform and goal oriented character and spontaneous forms, evident catastrophic character of the development in many post-socialist societies have led to significant changes in social spaces and forms of existence of these societies. Post-Soviet transformation, i.e. mechanisms and social consequences of the process, their conceptualization and predictability of the science, - have become an essential challenge to current sociology. New and the "old" sociological concepts and theories have been tested on the empirical data of the post-Soviet societies. What products are offered by the theoretical "laboratory of post-socialist transformation" (according to M. Burawoy) after the twenty years of research? What is the place of Ukrainian sociology in this "laboratory"?

Discussion of these issues at the conference will be organized at two plenary and six semi-plenary sessions and a final round table. Among the speakers in two plenary sessions are expected Professors R. Inhlehart (University of Michigan, USA); N. Genov (the School of Advanced Social Studies, Ljubljana, Slovenia, Prof. em. Free University, Berlin, Germany), P. Tamas (University Corvinius, Budapest, Hungary), K. Haerpfer (Aberdeen University, GB).

We invite you to apply your paper to one of the following sessions:

Session 1: "Sociological Theory in the Modern World: Cognitive Capabilities, Structure and Concept Development under Global and Regional Changes"
Moderators: V. Sudakov, Yu.Yakovenko (Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University), V.Tancher (Institute of Sociology  NAS of Ukraine)
Discussion issues:
• Modern interpretation of the cognitive capabilities of sociological theory in the humanitarian and social sciences.
• The transformation of scientific approaches to identify the object of sociological theory, its structure and content of paradigm.
• theoretical pluralism, the plurality of cognitive orientations and disciplinary unity of sociology.
• Incentives of conceptual development of the world of sociological theory in the context of global and regional changes.

Session 2: "Sociological Theories of Transformation and Transformation of Sociological Theories: Post-Socialist World in the Mirror of Global Sociology"
Moderator: P. Kutuev (Department of Sociology and Political Science at National Technical University of Ukraine "KPI")
Discussion issues:

• World-system view of post-socialist transformation: independent development or dependent degradation?
• Theory of modernization at post-socialist territories: intellectual revival within the background of social decay?
• Developmental State: from the third world toward the first and the second worlds
• Theorizing about "transit": the transition to market democracy and civil society or the configuration of capitalism, the state and radical nationalism?
• Globalization and the Post-Socialist World: Myths and Reality
• Post-socialism between Cultural Interpretation and Analysis of Political Economy
• The Discourse of Empire and Post-socialism 

Session 3: "Sociological Theory and Actual Practice of Post-Soviet Democracies Becoming” 
Moderators: E.Golovakha, O. Stegniy (Institute of Sociology of NAS of Ukraine)
Discussion issues:
• Classic and Contemporary Theories of Democracy in Post-Soviet Context of Social Transformations.
• The role of cross-national research in development of new theories of post-Soviet democracies.
• Features of social practices of democratization in post-Soviet society.

Session 4: "Reproducibility of Social Inequality: Mechanisms and Schemes"
Moderator: S. Makeev (Institute of Sociology of NAS of Ukraine)
Discussion issues:

• Modern versions of the theoretical study of social inequality
• Institutional and class predictors
• Inequality in welfare: research experience and prospects of adequate representation
• Stratification of chances and opportunities
• Stratified classification - how to construct them?
• What parameters of inter- and between-generational mobility are reported? 

Session 5: "Individual Actors of Transformation and Transformation of Individual Actors: Personality, Regulation of Behavior, Life Styles"
Moderators O. Zlobina, M. Shulga (Institute of Sociology of NAS of Ukraine)
Discussion issues:
• Individualized society: the path to the atomization or return of the actor?
• Person in groups: transformation of identities’ structure, new identities in post-Soviet era
• Mechanisms of the behavior regulations in situations of social instability: institutional, sociocultural, sociocultural regulators; Routinization vs. Transformation
• Interpretation of the everyday experience in terms of "transition": stereotypes of consciousness, behavior strategies, lifestyle

Session 6: "The Comparative Method in Studying Transformations"
Moderator: A. Gorbachyk (Kyiv National T.Shevchenko University)
Discussion issues:
• What theoretically grounded empirical sociological study of post-Soviet transformation should be?
• Comparative method as a source of explanation and development of sociological theories
• Multiplicity of social forms and sociocultural roots: does it challenge comparative studies?
• How to verify the theory using comparative method?
Session 7. Cultural Reproduction of Contemporary Society: Value-Semantic Variations 

Moderators: N. Kostenko, A Ruchka (Institute of Sociology of NAS of Ukraine) 
Discussion issues:
· Theoretical reflection on the culture multimodality and specific of socio-cultural analysis
· Semantic dimension of social communication 
· Cultural studies: horizons of interpretation 
· Sociology of values today
Round Table “Post-Soviet Society as a Laboratory: the New Theory, Methods, Prospects?" 

Final Session.
Moderators: O. Kutsenko (Kyiv National T.Shevchenko University)
Discussion issues:
• Do post-Soviet transformations have the social regularities? From the discovering of social

     regularities toward withdrawal of sociological laws?
• What new concepts, theories, methods were developed?
• From description to the conceptualization and explanation: what is the capability of the contemporary

     sociological theory?
• The place of Ukrainian theoretical sociology in the "laboratory" of post-Soviet societies?

Working languages - Ukrainian, Russian and English.

Preliminary timetable of the conference:
April 21, 2011
10-00-10-50 - Registration
11-00 -11-30 - Opening ceremony
11-30-14-00 - Plenary I
14-00-15-00 - lunch
15-00-16-30 - Plenary II.
16-30-17-00 - Break.
17-00 - 19-00 - concert on the 20th anniversary of professional sociological education at Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University.
19:30 – buffet-party.

April 22, 2011
9-30-11-30 - 1-2-3 semi-plenary session.
11-30 - 11-45 - Break
11-45-13-45 - 4-5-6 semi-plenary sessions.
13-45 - 15-00 - Lunch
15-00-16-30 - Round Table "Post-Soviet society as a laboratory: the new theory, methods, prospects?"
16-30-17-00 - Closing Session.

The program is preliminary and may be changed a little.

The deadline for application form and the abstract (up to 400 characters) is March 20, 2011 to E-mail: socioconf2011@ukr.net Please fill in all fields of application form (see below). Application Form and the abstract must be sent by email as a separate attached file (file name is a name of the applicant in Latin letters). The results of the program composition will be sent via email to applicants on March 31, 2011. The organizing committee reserves the right to refuse to consider the application and the abstract, if they do not meet the conference shape or sent after the deadline.
Conference papers publication is planned after the conference. Articles based on presented papers are invited for publication from the conference participants. The cost of publication depends on the size of the article.
The Venue of the Conference: Institute for Advanced Studies of the Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University - Kyiv, Amurska Pl. (metro station “Vasylkivska”)
APPLICATION FORM for Participation in the Conference


1.1. Name, Family Name, 
Degree
Title
Position
Affiliation (organization)
Mailing address (office \ home)
Telephone:
E-mail (must be indicated for correspondence):


2. Session, round table, in which plan to participate: _________________________
Title of the proposed paper \ presentation___________________________________

3. Indicate whether there is a need in the hotel and number of nights to stay:
1. Yes, the number of nights: _______
2. No


4. Is there a need for technical equipment for the presentation?
1. Yes
2. No

Conference registration fee is 20 USD (payable at registration). Fee partially covers the cost of publishing the conference program and accompanying materials, and coffee breaks. Participants at the conference can be accommodated in hotel of the university, if they indicated it in the application. The cost of one night is 120 UAH. Travel and accommodation are financed at the expense of participants.


ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Contact address: 
Department of Sociology, Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University. Kyiv, 01033, st. , 60.
Tel.: +38 044-239 3146
E-mail organizing committee: socioconf2011@ukr.net
Contact person: Secretary of the organizing committee is Marina Nakhabych.


Welcome!
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